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Federal closure averted 


Congress OKs short-term spending bill but fails to act on wildfire aid, ‘Dreamers’ 


By Carolyn Lochhead 


WASHINGTON — Con- 
gress averted a partial govern- 
ment shutdown Thursday by 
passing a short-term spending 
bill, but an $81 billion disas- 
ter-aid bill died in the Senate 
after winning passage in the 


House. 

Rushing to leave for the 
Christmas break, Congress 
punted to next year not only 
disaster aid for California's 
record fires and the three 
hurricanes that struck the 
Gulf Coast this fall, but a list 
of other urgent business. 


Those include conferring 
legal status on 800,000 young 
immigrants who enrolled in 
the Deferred Action for Child- 
hood Arrivals program, 
known as DACA, that Presi- 
dent Trump ended in Septem- 
ber. Trump gave Congress 
until March 5 to remedy their 


status before subjecting them 
to deportation. Roughly a 
third of these “Dreamers” 
reside in California. 

The Children’s Health In- 
surance Program that pro- 
vides health care to 9 million 
children, including 1.3 million 
in California, expired Sept. 30, 


and states are running short 
of money to continue cover- 
age. Recipients are children 
who do not qualify for Medic- 
aid but whose parents lack 
insurance. Roughly a quarter 
have special health needs. 
Congress also must renew, 
Congress continues on A8 
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Caltrain expects to outline a plan in February to resume testing of positive train control, required by federal authorities. 


Commuter rail lines on track 
to employ high-tech lifesaver 


By Michael Cabanatuan 


Just one of the four rail lines that carry 
Bay Area commuters is outfitted with the 
high-tech safety equipment that could have 
prevented the deadly train derailment in 
‘Washington state this week. 

But the other three are all on track to 
have the system, known as positive train 
control, in full operation in 2018 — in time 
to meet a federal deadline at the end of that 
year. 

Positive train control can automatically 
slow or stop a train in time to prevent a 
derailment or a collision with another 


In Bay Area, 
one service 
already uses 
equipment to 
avoid crashes 
— others set 
to start in 2018 


train, and rail safety officials believe it 
could have prevented Monday’s derailment 
of an Amtrak Cascades train, which hur- 
tled off the tracks between Olympia and 
Tacoma, Wash., killing three passengers 
and injuring many others. 

While the cause of derailment has not 
been determined, a member of the National 
Transportation Safety Board said the train 
was traveling 80 mph heading into a 30 
mph zone. Amtrak’s CEO said the rail line 
was outfitted with positive train control 
technology but that it was not yet in opera- 
tion. 

Safety continues on A9 


Should you pay your property tax early? 


Some California residents 
could save money by paying 
the second half of their 2017- 
18 property tax bill normally 
due in April, along 
with any state in- 
come taxes the! 
expect to owe for ~~ PENDER 
2017, before the end Net Worth 
of the year. 

Officials in several Bay 
Area counties have noticed 
that more people are prepay- 
ing their property taxes as a 
result of the tax bill Congress 


passed this week. The Alame- 
da County tax collector is 
even encouraging residents to 
consider it. This strategy, 

however, doesn't 
KATHLEEN make sense for 
everyone. 

“T've got five 
questions (about 
prepaying taxes) in 
the last couple hours,” said 
Joseph Kovar, a CPA with 
Sweeney Kovar in Danville. 
Unfortunately, “there is no 
one general answer.” 


» Second installment: Faced 
with loss of deduction, more Bay 
Area homeowners prepay. A8 


Before paying any taxes 
early, you should figure out 
whether you are likely to 
itemize deductions and wheth- 
er you will be subject to the 
alternative minimum tax this 
year and next — preferably 
with the help of a tax adviser. 
For tax year 2017, people 
who itemize deductions on 


their federal return can de- 
duct all state and local taxes 
including either income or 
sales tax (whichever is bigger), 
property taxes, California 
state disability insurance and 
motor vehicle license fees. 
Under the tax bill, starting 
in 2018, taxpayers who itemize 
can deduct a maximum of 
$10,000 in all state and local 
taxes combined. However, 
many taxpayers who itemize 
deductions in 2017 will no 
Pender continues on A8 


Boulders 
to impede 
homeless 
aren’t 
working 


By Kevin Fagan 


San Francisco's latest at- 
tempt to stop homeless camps 
from sprouting on public land 
takes the form of dozens of 
boulders plopped down under 
amaze of freeway ramps. 

Ithasn’t worked. At least not 


yet. 

What it has done, though, is 
generate two reactions typical 
of such measures. It’s angered 
advocates for homeless people, 
who call the boulders an ex- 
ample of government money 
being spent to shove indigents 
around. And it’s encouraged 
those who want the mess of 
homeless camps removed from 
their neighborhoods, and hope 
the city will take a harder line. 

The boulders were sprinkled 
a couple of weeks ago under 
Highway 101 near Cesar Chavez 
Street, in a longtime encamp- 
ment area called “the Hairball.” 
San Francisco officials say the 
rocks are a humane way of 

Boulders continues on A6 


Symphony 
drops guest 
conductor 
in sex case 


By Joshua Kosman 


‘The San Francisco Sympho- 
ny severed ties Thursday with 
acclaimed conductor Charles 
Dutoit in response to allega- 
tions that the two-time Gram- 
my winner sexually assaulted 
four women — grabbing their 
breasts, pushing himself 
against them and forcibly 
kissing them — between 1985 
and 2010. 

Dutoit, 81, is principal con- 
ductor and artistic director of 
the Royal Philharmonic Or- 
chestra in London, which has 
barred him from conducting 
two concerts in January. Du- 
toit's appearances with the San 
Francisco Symphony stretch 
back three decades. 

His accusers are themselves 
prominent musicians who 
shared their stories of assault 

Dutoit continues on A7 


Sports 


49ers QB Jimmy Garoppolo 
won't be a bargain for long B1 


Business 


Amazon is ready to handle 
holiday procrastinators C1 
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Biopic about Olympian Tonya 
Harding skates a fine line E1 


